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A BLAST FROM THE PAST

MEET SOME OF OUR MOST COMMITTED VOLUNTEER ALUMNI

We are always happy to see many of our volunteer alumni at FC events and also to learn that they continue to stay in touch
with their buddies long after their formal relationships have ended. We spoke with three alumni about the impact of their

involvement with FC and why their buddies continue to play an important role in their lives.

Seth Feldman oined FC eleven years ago, participating in
Friends at Home, going to Sunday Circle programs
and helping to found the Leadership League. Seth told
us, I stayed involved after graduating and moving
because | have seen the difference each and every
one of us can make FC treats every child, volunteer and
parent as a member of its loving family, and | consider it
an honor and a privilege to be part of such a wonderful

organization.”
Seth is a powerhouse when it comes to the annual Philly
Friendship Circle Walk. We can't thank him enough for all he has done each year to support

us, even after “graduating” and moving away from Philadelphia. Next year will be Seth's
10th as the captain of Team Seth. He says, “I look forward to coming home each year to
celebrate FC and to support such a worthy cause.” Go, Team Seth!

Jonathan Schwartz was also a dedicated volunteer who
participated in both Friends at Home and Sunday Circle
programs. He started visiting Riffy, his buddy with special
needs, when he was in high school. (Fun Fact: Back then,

Jonathan and Seth were already friends. As they got to
know Riffy, they became a dynamic threesome.)

“When hanging out with Riffy, one of my favorite things is
trying to make him laugh,” Jonathan says. “llove spending
time with Riffy and hearing about his interests.” When
Jonathan went to college, he and Riffy lost touch. After
college, Jonathan moved back to Philadelphia and got in
touch with Riffy. They rekindled their friendship, which has a special place in Jonathan's
life. “I really think he's a great friend and fun to be with," says Jonathan. “Even when things
get busy, | look forward to when we can catch up.

th.at st yeon's Walks

Fanathan &

g Devorah Sherman started visiting llana as part of our
Friends at Home program, and the two tumed out to be
a great match. They have kept in close touch since their
friendship began nearly ten years ago. Devorah says, “We
call or text and hang out every few months. We might get
coffee or go paint pottery.” Even though lana and Devorah
usually get together on their own, they also try see each
other at FC events, including The Philly Friendship Walk.
This year, they could be found serving up tasty soup to
the community and having a great time. Devorah loves
that she and llana never go too long without speaking.
“It's 5o nice to have someone call me to checkin just to see how my day is going,” Devorah
says. “I think she's amazing. | love getting her calls:

fendship Circle PF gion South, a 501(c)(3) or

volunteer opportunities for teenag:

needs and pr

SCOUTING
a0 FORA
NEW LOCATION

As we continue to refine our programs, a
challenge that we must tackle is location,
location, location!
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A WORD FROM OUR LEADERS
DANIELLE S. & DANIEL M.

think, wil b most ualuable when, you get into o, woplace

enunonm,
DANIELLE: When working on a tea, it is important to
utiize your team members as your greatest resource. It is
essential to remember that you are working towards the
same goals and your team members are there to help.

Can you descnibe some things you haue dane in youn job

a0 LL cochan?

DANIEL: | have helped create the meeting agenda as well as
plan and run activities at various meetings. | contact other
members of LL to check in on their projects and confirm
their meeting attendance. | also act as the FC coordinator
DANIELLE: | first got involved with FC when | was  for my school,

choosing my Bat Mitzvah project, and | found FC's
Mitzvah Volunteer Program (MVP). The objective of
the program is to ease you into FC and it did. After
MVR, | just wanted to jump right in.

Daniette voluteering st Daniel ()3t community event

Flows cid you fost gt inuolved i HCP

Uhat has been youn fousrite part o L2 1o for
DANIELLE: My favorite part has been being able to sneak
a peek behind the scenes. ' learning more about

much is done to ensure the best outcome for FC and how it

DANIEL: FC has always been a part of my life. ipails Veat aiiat v

Growing up, my siblings and parents volunteered

for FC and my father used to run the art sessions. It P you had to desoribe L.£ to sameane wha didn't knous

wasn't really a question of whether or not | would do  what & was, what weuld, you say?

FC, it was more a question of when | would start DANIEL: Officially, LL is meant to be the teen board of FC

Uhatteaderhip il are you learing i £ thai,  NePinG to coordinate programming and events. However,
I think the real purpose of being in LL s to be role models

you il use 1 other parts of youn e
i ! and be exemplary of FC values.

DANIEL: LL has helped me develop additional
organizational and management skills. Since most of ~ #ows has being in L differed prom being an ambasadsr
my roles in LL involve planning meetings, I've had  DANIELLE: As an ambassador, my position was more

to reach out to people and get them to come to focused on discussing leadership and learning about it. This
meetings as well as plan seminars or activities for the year, in LL, we are actualizing what we learned and that will
meetings themselves. only increase as the year continues.

SPOTLIGHT ON A RELATIONSHIP

MEET JOEY AND RAFFI: ANEW F@H PAIR

Teenage volunteer Joey has recently begun to Raffi previously had another F@H buddy

visit Raffi each week and is enjoying every minute with whom he bonded very deeply who

of it. While these two young men have only been stopped visiting after he graduated from

spending time with each other for a few months, high school. There was a period when

their relationship has quickly grown into something Raffi didn't have a F@H buddy, and

invaluable for both of them. “About two months ago |~ everyone really hoped the FC staff would

had no idea what this would turn out to be,” said Joey.  find someone new for him. “It was really ~¥/
However,  love hanging out with Raffi. | am so happy  important for us to find him another lestandftsaving fun
all the time when | am with him and he teaches me so Friends at Home buddy.” Myriam and

many positive qualities. Margot explained. “The socialization he experiences through
Like any other teenage boys, Joey and Raffi spend naving a peer come into his everyday setting is different from
time playing outside. Joey is also teaching Raffi ho what he gets at other FC programs.

to play games on his Xbox. They even assembled | Tharo's  lot that goes into making a successful FaH match, including
the sukkah at Raffi's parents’ home (and two weeks | looking for volunteers and families that will be a good fit and are in
later, they took it down again). “It is very exciting and = the same geographic area. In this case, which s typically how we do
gratifying for us to see his whole face LIGHT UP when | things here a FC, Rabbi Zev met with Joay frst. Then he took Josy to
Joey arrives. He's so excited to have that time with bt ]
him; he’s willing to organize his whole day around
him,”say his parents, Myriam and Margot wasfree tojust b, wel fiends!
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INCLUSIVE ADULT CREW
AT PHILLY FRIENDSHIP WALK

This year’s Walk turned out to be a beautiful event. The
weather cleared just in time for our festivities. We saw
many of our familiar community members, welcomed new

friends, and raised money for our critical programs. Our
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‘Altho disassociated from the
aspect of the event, he was very much immersed in the
social and ‘normalizing’ aspects. We both had a terrific
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and hope to be able to do this again next year.
The registration table also had help from Aubrey T.
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We also had a great showing from some of the adults
om JCHAI who brought their largest group et to fill the
g out with setup, staffing the food
popcorn. Beth Rosenwasser,
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Our new Director of Operations, Marsha Stamm,
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served as one of our crew chiefs stated
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everyone worked so well together.
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GETTING TO KNOW...JARED R.

A STAFF MEMBER SHARES HIS FAVORITE THINGS
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