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gincebnmgi/zg lhe [irol s [piendd logelher in 2004, we conlinue lo- be amaged by the hundreds of
meaningful frienddhips thal grew year afler year. One of Uhe firol levosno we leach sur youlh i aboul
lhe lremendouo impac each of wo have on éne anslher. AL FC, each f uo hao a chance lo- be nurlired
and ohire, enabling wo all le- impact sur riendd and communiy in a beauliful way. We are d6 gralejul
lo- each of you fsr whal you conlribule!
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SUNDAY CIRCLE FRIENDS

06 /ve always wanted to be friends with Shoshana since | saw her at my first day at Sunday
Circle. We have developed a strong bond, and have so
much fun together. It’s different because she can'’t talk
as well as other friends but we found a way to
communicate. | am working together with her to learn
sign language.

As our relationship has grown, every time | see her
she is instantly ready to play with me and hang
out and we even came up with our games like
the one where she comes to
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N s r friends you can get
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TEEN BOARD LIAISON

Ethan and Aaron regularly

! : participate in Sunday Circle
Leadership Program, Lena has grown into our Teen ! e Sl AT e e e

Board Liaison. . A A Zev for his Bar Mitzvah.

After participating in various aspects of our

@@ My husband, Noel, and | have

two beautiful sons, Ethan and

Aaron, who like me, are

Autistic. Like all people, each

one of us is unique and has

our own strengths and

challenges, but | knew from
personal experience that sometimes it can be difficult for any Autistic
person to connect with a larger community in a meaningful way,
including the Jewish community. It was important to Noel and me that
the boys developed that connection.

The kids became a part of FC early in their lives. They loved going,
and it was a place they could celebrate being Jewish in a comfortable,
accepting, and joyful way.

One thing that | especially appreciate, as an Autistic person myself, is
the feeling that people in FC genuinely like, appreciate, and value my
sons exactly as they are. They do not underestimate them or under-
support them, and they respect their differences. Being treated with
not only kindness, but also acceptance, is
more important than | can express
when it comes to developing self- -
worth and confidence.

> s
They are growing up in B ’ @ !
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Friendship Circle, active
participants in the Jewish \
community, surrounded by joy B
and warmth.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Lena Armstrong
(Teen Board Liaison)

Rebecca Cohen
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Jaime Gordon
Tracy Gordon
Howard Levin
Jonathan Seltzer

HELP US GROW Pleave remember uo in your €nd-o}-"Year Giving

Thank you to all our donors for your generous support. You have created smiles at
our programs and helped us to celebrate the true meaning of friendship.

What a wonderful celebration of inclusive community.
Thanks to all our Donors, Sponsors, and Walkers for making
this event a success.




